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SUBJ: NEW ELECTION LAW TO ALLOW MULTIPLE CANDIDATES 

1. AT OPENING OF NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SESSION JUNE 27 
TODOR ZHIVKOV INTRODUCED NEW ELECTORAL LAW WHICH WILT. 
FOR FIRST TIME ALLOW MULTIPLE CANDIDATES FOR NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY AND PEOPLES COUNCILS POSITIONS. 

2. INTRODUCING BILL ZHIVKOV SAID THAT SOCIALISM HAD 
ADVANCED TO POINT REQUIRING NEW PRINCIPLES OF DEMO- 
CRATIC (SIC) REPRESENTATION. ALTHOUGH TEXT OF DRAFT 
LAW NOT YET PUBLISHED, ZHIVKOV OUTLINED FOLLOWING PRO- 
VISIONS. BILL ENVISAGES "SYSTEMATIC TURNOVER" 

IN PEOPLES' REPRESENTATIVES AND WILL CONSOLIDATE 
INTO ONE THE 3 EXISTING LAWS ON ELECTIONS. ALTHOUGH 
BILL MAKES OBIESANCE TO "RIGHT OF PEOPLE" TO NOMINATE 
CANDIDATES, ACTUAL PRACTICE WILL CONTINUE OF CANDI- 
DATES BEING NOMINATED BY BCP, AGRARIAN UNION, AND 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 SOFIA 00786 300731Z 

FATHERLAND ERONT. NEW EEATURE, HOWEVER, IS THAT SUCH 



Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



ORGANIZATIONS WILL HAVE RIGHT TO SUBMIT ALTERNATE 
CANDIDATES EOR EACH POST. LAW WILL ALSO CALL EOR 
WIDER REPRESENTATION OF PERSONS COUNTING BALLOTS, IN- 
CLUDING PRESS AND RADIO. RIGHT OF RECALL OF OFFICIALS 
IS ALSO TO BE EMBODIED IN NEW LAW. 

3. COMMENT: IT IS NOT AT ALL CLEAR WHY ZHIVKOV AT THIS 
TIME MAKING EVEN THIS SMALL GESTURE TO APPEARANCE OF 
MORE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS. NEW LAW WAS INTRODUCED WITH- 
OUT USUAL HOOPLA ASSOCIATED WITH ZHIVKOV-LED BILL AND 
ASIDE FROM BRIEF MENTION IN PRESS FEW DAYS BEFORE SESSION, 
APPEARED MORE OR LESS OUT OF THE BLUE. PRESUMABLY NEW 
LAW WILL BRING BULGARIAN PRACTICE MORE INTO LINE WITH 
THOSE IN MORE ADVANCED EE COUNTRIES SUCH AS POLAND AND 
HUNGARY, BUT IT IS STILL FAIRLY RADICAL DEPARTURE FOR RE- 
GIME WHICH HAS NOT ALWAYS MAINTAINED EVEN A FACADE OF 
DEMOCRATIC SYSTEM AND WHICH HAS AGREED DIVISION OF SEATS 
WITH SHAM AGRARIAN PARTY. 
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